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*Council members as of August 2021

Coaches vs. Cancer Council*

LON KRUGER, CHAIR
Retired Head Coach

MIKE ANDERSON
St. John’s University 

WARNER BAXTER, VICE CHAIR
Ameren

JAY BILAS
ESPN

JIM BOEHEIM
Syracuse University

GARY BOWNE
RETIRED
Hickory Christian Academy

TAD BOYLE
University of Colorado 

MIKE BREY
University of Notre Dame

WILL BROWN

JIM CALHOUN
University of Saint Joseph

PAT CHAMBERS

JAMION CHRISTIAN
George Washington University

BOBBY CREMINS
Retired Head Coach

JOHNNY DAWKINS 
University of Central Florida 

STEVE DONAHUE 
University of Pennsylvania

FRAN DUNPHY
Retired Head Coach

DONNIE EPPLEY
International Association 
of Approved Basketball 
Off icials, Inc.

SEAN FARNHAM 
ESPN

JOHN GALLAGHER 
University of Hartford 

ERAN GANOT
University of Hawai’i 
at Manoa

FRANK HAITH
University of Tulsa

MITCH HENDERSON
Princeton University 

STEVE HENSON
University of Texas, San Antonio

CHRIS HOLTMANN
Ohio State University

MIKE HOPKINS
University of Washington 

RON HUNTER
Tulane University 

BOBBY HURLEY
Arizona State University 

JAMES JONES
Yale University 

JEFF JONES
Old Dominion University

MIKE KRZYZEWSKI
Duke University 

PHIL MARTELLI
University of Michigan

MIKE MARTIN 
Brown University 

FRAN MCCAFFERY
University of Iowa

GREG MCDERMOTT
Creighton University

REGGIE MINTON
Retired – NABC

GARRY MUNSON
Whitney Capital Company, LLC

ERIC MUSSELMAN 
University of Arkansas 

DAVE PAULSEN 

DAVE PILIPOVICH

MICHAEL PIZZO
GCA Advisors, LLC

MARK POPE 
Brigham Young University 

DAVE ROSE
Retired Head Coach

BO RYAN
Retired Head Coach

BOB SANSONE
iTrust Advisors LLC

MARK SCHMIDT 
Saint Bonaventure University 

MIKE SHULT 
Edgewood College 

ORLANDO “TUBBY” SMITH
High Point University

NORM STEWART
Retired Head Coach

BRAD UNDERWOOD
University of Illinois

BRUCE WEBER
Kansas State University

JIM WHITESELL 
University of Buff alo 

ROY WILLIAMS
Retired Head Coach

ROB YOULE 



Come and Play for Us
The American Cancer Society and the National Association 
of Basketball Coaches (NABC) have teamed up in the fi ght 
against cancer. 

Every year, college, high school, and youth teams across the country 
do their part to raise funds and awareness in these eff orts. This 
season, we once again invite schools and leagues to unite with 
basketball coaches across the country to raise funds to beat cancer. 
Teams are already signing up to participate. 

As a coach and leader on campus and in your community, we’re 
asking you to use your infl uence to promote cancer awareness and 
raise funds for the American Cancer Society.

What is Coaches vs. Cancer?
For more than 27 years, the American Cancer Society and the 
National Association of Basketball Coaches have collaborated to 
unite basketball coaches and fans through the Coaches vs. Cancer 
program to defeat a common enemy – cancer. Because of their 
passion and dedicated support, the impact they’ve made has been 
felt in communities nationwide.

Through fundraising and education initiatives, the Coaches vs. 
Cancer program has supported the American Cancer Society in 
helping to save more lives from cancer. In fact, we’ve seen a 31% 
decline in the cancer death rate since 1991. But the fi ght is far from 
over, and we need you on our team.

Suits And Sneakers Fundraising
Coaches vs. Cancer Suits And Sneakers fundraising supports 
childhood cancer through our Gold Together campaign, a national 
program that raises funds to support childhood cancer research, 
support services and awareness, and cancer prevention eff orts 
targeting children.*

Don’t sit on the bench. Join in to make a 
difference in the fight against cancer.

*If your event has historically supported another American Cancer Society program, you 
may continue to do so. If your coach(es) prefer to support the full mission of the American 
Cancer Society, you may opt out of the restriction of funds to childhood cancer eff orts.
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GARY BOWNE  (CHAIR)
RETIRED 
Hickory Christian Academy 

MATT BARE
Minnesota Timberwolves 
& Lynx

CHARLIE FREITAG
St. Cloud High School 

BRIAN FRUSCIO
The Albany Academy

GREG GRANTHAM
North Carolina Basketball 
Coaches Association

DENNY HUNT
Missouri Basketball Coaches 
Association  

ANDREW KETTEL
Scranton Preparatory School 

Coaches vs Cancer 
High School/Youth Council*

JOHN LAZENBY
Glencoe High School

DON LOGAN
Iowa High School Basketball 
Coaches

GREG RANSOM 
IIABO/IAAFO Saint Louis CvC 
Holiday Tournament

RANDALL RISLEY
Zeigler-Royalton High School

MICHAEL SANFORD
William Penn High School

LENA SPOTLESON 
North High School 

GARY WUSTERBARTH
Steilacoom High School

Local Challenge 
Led to Nationwide 
Movement.
The Coaches vs. Cancer program was 
founded in 1993 by Norm Stewart, 
former University of Missouri head 
basketball coach, when he asked fans 
to pledge a dollar amount for every 
3-point shot made by his team during 
the season. All pledges were donated 
to support the fi ght against cancer.

This concept evolved into a nationwide 
eff ort uniting coaches, fans, players, 
and communities across the country 
to fi ght cancer. Thanks to the eff orts 
of thousands of passionate high school 
and college coaches, we’ve raised 
more than $135 million in support of 
the American Cancer Society’s mission 
to save lives from cancer!

*Council members as of August 2021



Conference-wide Involvement – Challenge fellow 
coaches across your conference or league to designate 
a game or establish a tournament in support of the 
American Cancer Society. See who can raise the most 
money and awareness in the fi ght against cancer.

Gold or Other Color-out Game – This is oft en 
the most popular way to get your students, fans, and 
parents involved. Choose gold for childhood cancer 
or another color of your choice (if you choose to do so), 
and “color out” the entire basketball game site! Proceeds 
from shirt sales or admission can be donated to the 
American Cancer Society.

Sponsorship – Ask local businesses to sponsor 
your Coaches vs. Cancer game (or game shirts) or match 
fan donations or pledges collected. Local businesses love 
these opportunities! Colleges should be sure to work with 
their Learfi eld IMG contact fi rst.

HOW YOU CAN JOIN THE TEAM
Tips and Ideas for Success

Game-day fundraising ideas 

Rivalry Game or Tournament – Partner with your rival 
team(s) and designate your game or a tournament as
a Coaches vs. Cancer Suits And Sneakers event. Host a 
fundraising competition in the weeks leading up to the 
big game(s). Announce the winner at halft ime.

Donation Drive – Email your fan base and have athletes, 
students, and other participants collect donations to 
reach your set goal.  Keep everyone posted on your team’s 
progress and ask them to help move the needle in order to 
beat the other teams across the country.  Designate a game 
to announce when you meet your goal.

Free Throw Challenge – Encourage each player on 
your team to shoot 100 free throws during practices and 
request donations from family, friends, and fans for each 
one made. Collect all donations to see who is the free 
throw champion! 
Challenge other schools to join your eff orts and start 
a friendly competition. Identify a player captain and 
campus or community captain to lead the eff orts. 
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 Wear sneakers with suits. January 24-30, is Coaches 
vs. Cancer Suits And Sneakers® Week, a nationwide event 
that unites basketball coaches across the country for a 
common cause – saving lives from cancer. Coaches and 
their staff  across the nation wear sneakers with their suits 
or Coaches vs. Cancer branded attire during games to 
raise awareness and funds in the fi ght against cancer. 

Set up your team’s fundraising page. 
Visit suitsandsneakers.org and select “Sign Up.” 
Funds raised off -line can still be refl ected on this 
fundraising page. 

Designate a home basketball game as a 
Coaches vs. Cancer Suits And Sneakers event, where 
players, coaches, students, and the community rally in 
support of the American Cancer Society’s mission. 

Coaches vs. Cancer and You
1

2

Sign up, recruit others, and fundraise. It’s easy. And it’s fun! Here’s how to start.

Games will ideally be held during Suits And 
Sneakers Week, but can be held any other time in 
January or during the rest of the season when your 
game schedule permits. You can even host your 
event virtually!

Raise funds. Raise awareness. Increase education about 
cancer prevention and early detection. It’s easy to do:

• Identify a volunteer committee representing athletes, 
the school’s student body, administration, athletic 
department, parents, boosters, cancer survivors, or 
your school’s communications and marketing classes 
to organize the event and drive fundraising success.

• Encourage your fans to join in the eff ort by wearing their 
sneakers, and even suits, to your designated game.
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For great ideas on ways your team can raise funds virtually, see page 6.

As of March 1, 2021, ACS is supporting 46 multi-year research grants totaling $27 million specifi c to childhood 
cancer. Cancer is the leading disease-related cause of death for ages 1-19. Before they turn 20, about 1 in 266 
children and adolescents in the US will  be diagnosed with cancer. With your help, we can change that. 



Pre-game donations – Send an email to fans, friends, 
and parents before the big game asking them to make 
an online donation to your fundraising page. When you 
set up your page on suitsandsneakers.org, you will get a 
unique web URL to share with others so they can 
easily donate. 

Contests – Invite students and fans to “bling out” 
a pair of sneakers and collect donations as votes 
to determine a winner. Hold a mascot dance-off  at 
halft ime. Hold a “fl ip for tips” challenge to see which 
cheerleader can tumble furthest down the court. 
Hold a pre-game or halft ime free throw contest with 
small entry fee.

Auctions – Secure donations from coaches/teams/
famous alumni for signed items, team jerseys, sports 
passes, and unique fan experiences that you can off er 
as either an online or off line auction leading up to 
the big game.

Round-up Donations – Ask fans to round up their 
purchase to the next dollar at the concession stand to 
benefi t the American Cancer Society.

QR Code in your program – Create a QR code that 
links to your team’s fundraising page. Encourage fans to 
scan and donate right from their seat. 

Wall of Hope – Create a Wall of Hope by providing 
Coaches vs. Cancer-themed donation cards and
displaying them in the gym or other common area of
your school. In exchange for a donation, students and 
faculty can honor a loved one who is facing or has
faced cancer. Simply print off  the cards in this toolkit, 
cut, and sell!

Halftime Activities – During halft ime, invite fans 
to make a donation to the American Cancer Society
during a Miracle Minute or Pass the Bucket challenge. 
Engage the school’s cheerleaders, dance team, or other 
volunteers to go through the stands collecting donations. 

Additional game-day
fundraising ideas:

• Honor cancer survivors attending the game during 
pre-game activities or at halft ime. Celebrate and
recognize their fi ght. You can also use “Today I Honor” 
signs, available via download at SuitsAndSneakers.org 
or at the end of the toolkit.

• Take pictures and video of the game-day activities and 
share on social media by tagging @suitsandsneakers 
and using the #suitsandsneakers.

• Ask fans or family members of players to create
posters to be displayed at the game. 

• Contact your local coaches’ association to help
spread the word and enlist their support.

Additional game-day activities

• Local TV, newspapers, and radio stations are always
looking for a great story, and your team’s involvement
with the American Cancer Society and the Coaches vs.
Cancer Suits And Sneakers program may be exactly what 
they are looking for.

• Contact your campus or local media outlets and let them 
know about your eff orts.

Community and media
involvement – keys to success
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1-2 months out 
• Designate a game(s) and date(s) for your school’s or 

league’s Coaches vs. Cancer game(s). Ideally, your 
game(s) will take place during Suits And Sneakers Week 
(January 24-30, 2022), but you can plan an event 
anytime during your season. 

• Register your team for their Suits And Sneakers 
fundraising page by visiting SuitsAndSneakers.org. 
You will be able to track your fundraising totals on 
your game’s webpage. Make sure to always share your 
fundraising page URL to collect donations. The next 
page shows you how to register.

• Form a committee of students, parents, boosters, 
school adminstrators, cancer survivors, athletic 
department staff, and others to help plan and organize 
activities leading up to your Coaches vs. Cancer Suits 
And Sneakers game. Set a fundraising goal. Aim high!

• Reach out to the coach of your opposing team to get 
them engaged as well.

• Recruit local businesses to sponsor our game.

• Plan fundraising activities to hold during the weeks  
leading up to the game to build your momentum and 
maximize your dollars raised.

• Engage faculty and administration to support and 
promote your efforts throughout the school.

• Rally your team and fans to make donations or pledges 
for your Suits And Sneakers game.

• Build excitement by promoting your Coaches vs. Cancer  
Suits And Sneakers game during all your home games.

Sample Event Planning Timeline

• Meet with the committee to solidify your plan for 
fundraising leading up to your Coaches vs. Cancer  
Suits And Sneakers game.

Month of fundraising event/game
• Promote your event! Have team members and the 

planning committee post event details on social media, 
include in school newsletters and on school or league 
websites, hang posters throughout your campus and 
your community, send emails to your contact lists with 
the URL to your team’s fundraising page, and send a 
news release to local media.

• Hold pre-event fundraisers and other activities to 
promote awareness during the week leading up to the 
game (e.g., pledge drive, T-shirts, Wall of Hope, emails, 
and social media posts asking for online donations).

Post-event
• Collect all funds raised, with checks payable to 

the American Cancer Society.

• Submit the total of offline funds collected to share on 
your event fundraising page. Use the American Cancer 
Society Fundraising App to process all check and  
credit card donations.

• Celebrate your success. You are helping to save 
lives from cancer!

The following is a suggested timeline. Please note that a game can be organized in as little as a few weeks and 
still raise significant dollars for the fight against cancer, so it is never too late to schedule a game.
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----------------------------------| Suits & Sneakers Registration |---------------------------------- 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 

 

You must create or log into your Society Account to begin the 
registration process.  

• If you are a NEW participant, you will Create an Account.  

• If you are a RETURNING participant, you will log in. 

 

 
 

Step 2: Society Account  

Step 1: Join This Event 
Visit www.suitsandsneakers.org click Sign Up to begin registration. 
OR call 1-800-227-2345 for additional registration options. 

Step 4: Complete Registration. 
 

 
 

 

  

If you have any questions reach out to 
coachesvscancer@cancer.org or 1.800.227.2345 

 

 

 

Step 3: Choose How You Will Participate. 

 

 



VIRTUAL FUNDRAISING IDEAS
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While the off icial Suits And Sneakers Week is 
January 24-30, 2022, games and/or fundraising can 
take place any time during your season. Fundraising 
can be done at games, online through your team’s 
fundraising page, or a combination of both. We 
encourage you to do what works best for your teams 
and communities!

Create Your 
Online Fundraising Page
You can set up your team’s page anytime by visiting 
suitsandsneakers.org.

Visit suitsandsneakers.org and follow the instructions 
to sign up. 

Once you’re done, make sure you download the 
American Cancer Society Fundraising App for a fun 
and easy way to take your fundraising success to the 
next level!

Game-day Fundraising:
• Aft er creating your fundraising page, personal contact 

and those who support your basketball program via 
social media and email. Share why raising funds to 
support the fi ght against cancer is important to your 
team. Include a link to your fundraising page and ask 
your contacts to make a donation to help your team 
reach it’s goal. If there is someone connected to your 
team who has been touched by cancer, feature them 
as your team’s honoree and raise funds in their name.   

• Livestream the game(s) and host an online watch party. 
Send out invitations and include the link to your 
fundraising page to encourage everyone watching 
to donate.  

Fundraise With Your Team 
Outside of a Game:
• Ask players to participate from their homes (or wherever 

they have a hoop)  by shooting a set number of free throws 
towards an overall team goal. Ask supporters to donate 
on your fundraising page when your team hits your free 
throw goal. 

• Start an email campaign and have coaches and players 
send emails to current and past supporters (individuals and 
companies) sharing why this cause is important to them. 
Ask them to support your campaign via your team’s page.

Create your own 
online fundraising page 

and challenges!



Sample Social Media Posts

Instagram  |  Handle:  @CoachesvsCancer

Join [INSERT TEAM NAME] as we fundraise for 
@CoachesvsCancer Suits And Sneakers for the 
American Cancer Society! Every donation can help 
us save more lives every day. We need your help to 
beat our rivals AND beat childhood cancer. Join our 
team. Make a donation. Beat cancer. Donate now at 
SuitsAndSneakers.org. #suitsandsneakers

Facebook  |  Tag: @coachesvscancer

Join [INSERT TEAM NAME] and @coachesvscancer Suits 
And Sneakers as we fundraise for the American Cancer 
Society! Make a donation before or during the game 
scheduled for [INSERT GAME DATE] at [INSERT GAME 
LOCATION], and wear your sneakers on game day. The team 
at the top of the leaderboard will be crowned the Suits And 
Sneakers Champion! We need your help to beat our rivals 
AND beat childhood cancer. Donate now at [INSERT URL to 
your team’s fundraising page] and check out all the action 
at www.suitsandsneakers.org #suitsandsneakers [INSERT 
VIDEO, IMAGE, ETC.]

Twitter  |  Handle: @CoachesvsCancer

Let’s beat our rivals AND cancer by supporting our 
Suits And Sneakers fundraising. Donate now at 
SuitsAndSneakers.org. @CoachesvsCancer 
#suitsandsneakers

Join our team! Donate now at SuitsAndSneakers.org to 
beat [INSERT CONFERENCE RIVAL NICKNAME] 
AND beat childhood cancer. Help [INSERT SCHOOL 
NICKNAME] become the #SuitsAndSneakers Champion! 
@CoachesvsCancer
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[INSERT TEAM NAME] fans – we need you on the 
team! Join @coachesvscancer and help us lead 
the fi ght for a world without cancer. Come and play 
for us. Visit <insert URL to your team’s fundraising 
page> to get involved.

[INSERT TEAM NAME] fans – we need you on the 
team! Join @CoachesvsCancer and help us lead the 
fi ght for a world without cancer. Come and play for 
us. Visit coachesvscancer.org to get involved.

Join the [INSERT TEAM NICKNAME]. Donate. 
Wear sneakers. Beat cancer. Come and play for us 
at SuitsAndSneakers.org.
@CoachesvsCancer #suitsandsneakers

[INSERT TEAM NAME] fans – we need you on the team! 
Join @CoachesvsCancer to help us lead the fi ght for 
a world without cancer. coachesvscancer.org

suitsandsneakers.org  |  coachesvscancer.org  |  1.800.227.2345



9

• Thank you to the coaches, players, and fans for supporting Coaches vs. Cancer and the 
American Cancer Society during our Suits And Sneakers game! 

• When you support Coaches vs. Cancer, you are helping save lives from childhood cancer. You can 
also make a donation online after the game at SuitsAndSneakers.org. Thank you for supporting 
Coaches vs. Cancer and the American Cancer Society!

• The Coaches vs. Cancer program raises funds and awareness to help the American Cancer  
Society fight cancer and provide hope to people facing the disease. Donations from this year’s 
program will be used to fight childhood cancer through the American Cancer Society’s Gold 
Together movement. Together, we’ll help save more lives. Before they turn 20, about 1 in 264 
children and adolescents in the US will be diagnosed with cancer. To learn more about how you 
can help save lives, visit cancer.org.

• For more information about childhood cancer and other cancers, ways to prevent them and 
find them early – or to join the fight to end the disease forever – contact your American Cancer 
Society at 1-800-227-2345 or visit cancer.org.

• The American Cancer Society saves lives by helping people take steps to reduce their risk of all 
types of cancer – or find it early when it may be easier to treat. Learn how important lifestyle 
choices can help reduce your cancer risk at cancer.org.

In-game Public Address Announcements

suitsandsneakers.org  |  coachesvscancer.org  |  1.800.227.2345



Our mission is to save lives, 
celebrate lives, and lead the
fight for a world without cancer.
Cancer hasn’t stopped and neither have we. We continue 
to invest in lifesaving research, provide 24/7 information 
and support, and work to ensure that individuals in every 
community have access to cancer prevention, detection, 
and treatment.

For those who are diagnosed, we’re there every minute of 
every day. We help people stay healthy and thrive aft er 
treatment. We research ways for survivors to not only live 
longer, but live better.

Thanks in great part to supporters like you, we’ve seen a 
31% reduction in cancer mortality rates since 1991. That’s 
more than 3.2 million lives saved! Together, we are stronger 
than cancer.

If you have a question or suggestion about the Coaches vs. Cancer program
or any American Cancer Society program or service, call us at 1-800-227-2345 or 
visit us at cancer.org. 

We’re here 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, to answer your questions by phone 
or online. 

You can also search our FAQs and Online Help page on cancer.org for answers 
to commonly asked program or technical questions. If you have other questions, 
we’re here to help.

Contact Us

10

suitsandsneakers.org  |  coachesvscancer.org  |  1.800.227.2345



11

suitsandsneakers.org  |  coachesvscancer.org  |  1.800.227.2345

Log in to suitsandsneakers.org and go to your Campaign Dashboard.
Scroll down to the "my profile" section and click "Enter Cash/Check Donation".
Enter your donations information. Once you're done,  click add.

Organizer Name:

Organizer Email:

Name of Fundraiser:

Fundraiser URL:

Please Indicate Your Donation Amount Below

          $500               $250               $100               $50               $25               Other Amount:

 

Donor Information

Name:

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Country:

Phone:

Email:

Thank you so much for your contribution!

Please mail this completed form, along with your check, to the American Cancer Society at the address below. 
American Cancer Society
Attention: Coaches Vs Cancer
PO Box 81795
Austin, TX 78708

Organizers can add offline donations to their Charity Fundraising page manually by following the below steps:
1.
2.
3.

Please note that entering your offline donations using the above steps only updates your campaign page. 
You will still need to submit this form for the dollars to be officially allocated to your campaign. 

The American Cancer Society cares about your privacy and protects how we use your information. Your
information will help us better serve your needs of your community, and we do not sell your information to third
parties. For questions about our privacy policy, please visit cancer.org.

Charity Offline Donation Form
Organizer Information

suitsandsneakers.org    1.800.227.2345



©2021, American Cancer Society, Inc. No.071908

suitsandsneakers.org  |  coachesvscancer.org  |  1.800.227.2345



I support the fight against cancer!

suitsandsneakers.org    1.800.227.2345

I support the fight against cancer!

I support the fight against cancer!

I support the fight against cancer!

suitsandsneakers.org    1.800.227.2345

suitsandsneakers.org    1.800.227.2345 suitsandsneakers.org    1.800.227.2345
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